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NEW MEETI NG SI TE SELECTED FOR
GENERAL MEETI NGS April 26th.

d§rr generai neeiing for 1993
will be held in the | ower
nmeeting roons at the St Francis
Public Library 4224 S N chol son
Ave. The next neeting is
schedul a for Monday, April 26
1993 and wll begin at 7:00
P.M The Lupo Property wll be
the main topic of discussion.

Now t hat we have it what needs
to be done?

VWhat will be displayed? Wiat do
the buil dings | ook |ike?

How will it be pronoted? Are
there Boing to be any speci al
events?

How can | hel p? Bring you
qgquestions to this neeting it
will be a very interesting
sessi on.

Refreshnments and cakes will be
served.

JI'M GOCDW N ELECTED NEW SOCI ETY
PRESI DENT

El ection of officiers were held
at the Society's Board of
Directors Meeting Held at the
home of Ron and Marge Tessner
an March 2, 1993

Ron Tessmer non nat ed Jim
Gcodwi n for President and he
was el ected by an unananous
vote. Jim has beeis a nenber of
the society for the past four
years and was el ected director
two year ago. Jim along with
his wife Dol ores has taken an
act ive interest i n t he
soci ety's program

O her officier elcted are as
foll ows:

Vi ce President: Ron Tessner

Secretary: Ed Wagner
Treasurer: Mar ge
SynkowsKki

A MESSAGE FROM YOUR PRESI DENT

My Nane is Ji m Goodw n- your
new presi dent of the St.
Francis Historical Soceity. |
am proud to work with you for
t he com ng year.

Qur next General Meeting is set
for Monday April 26, 1993 at
7:00 PM at the St Francis
Li brary.

Now t hat we have a honme for our



hi storical itens, we need new
menbers, new i deas, and hel p.
If we work together our St.
Francis Historical Society can
be one of the best in the
region.

Pl ease cone to our next Cenera
Meeting on April 26th and neet
old and new friends. W will
work on plins for the conmng -
year for our Society.

God Bl ess and Good Heal th
Ji m Goodwi n, President

P.S. Come with a head full
of ideas because w t hout you-
we

we have no Soci ety.
| Thanks)

SCOCI ETY AND CI TY AGREE ON TERWVS
FOR LEASI NG LUPO PROPERTY

Cul m nati ng a broad rangi ng
effort lasting over two years
the St. Francis Historical

Soci ety voted to accept the
agreenent worked out with the
City of St. Francis for the
property located to the north
of St. Francis Menorial Park
commonly know as the Lupo
Property. The official address
of this property is 4166 S
Packard Avenue, St. Francis W
53207

The agreenent between the City
and the Society is a ten year
renewabl e | ease granting the
Soci ety full and excl usive use
of the property which includes
the house and two out
bui | di ngs. Al ong W th t he
property the Society w ||
assune the responsibility of
day to day nmi ntenance, the
paynent of utilities and the

genor al mai nt enance of t he
property's appearance. The City
on the other hand will take
care of the snow and ice
renoval , Brass cutti ng and
maj or mai nt enance.

A conm ttee has been
established to determ ne the
best use of the property and
its out building. If you have
any ideas or would like to
assist an this conmttee pl ease
call president Jim Goodw n.

M LWAUKEE HI STORI CAL SCCI ETY TO
DI SPLAY VI CTORI AN TABLE
DECORATI ONS

Sr.l.ected from the society s
coll ection, & mummber of
tabletop displays of imitation
flowers, stuf fed animals, birds
orminiature figures covered by

glass dom:- , which were among
te popltiar forms o F
decorat ionsin the late 19th
century | i vi ng roGms or
parl ors, are now on display at
the M1 tsaukee Historical
Center.

Known in the Victorian Era as
"shades" because of their gl ass
coverings, nang were designed
to be seen fromall sides and
cculd stand an a table in the
m ddl e of a roomor on top of a
mant | epi ece. The arrangenents
were often extrenely ornate and
a variety of nedia were used to
formthese scenes, including
fabric, shells, seed, nuts,
wax, glass and feathers. Was
figures under gl ass wer e
especi al |y popul ar.

One item of particular interest

is a "Putti" or cherub-1ike
di spl ay made of wax, extremely
delicate and filled wi th

i mrense detail which reflects
repeesentations of children.



This conposition illustrates
one of the ingeni ous net hods
used in the Tate 19th century
to reproduce fl owers and
| eaves.

WARD THEATRE DESI GNATED AN
ENDANGERED HI STORI C PROPERTY

The Ward Menori al Theatre on
t he grounds of M | waukees's
Zabl ocki VA Medi cal Center has
been desi gnated one of
W sconsi n,s Ten Mdst Endangered
H storic Properti es. The
announcenent was made on
Februare 1.1 in the St ate
Capitol by the Wsconsin Trust
for Historic Preservation.

The Ward Theatre was built in
1881 as part of M I waukee's
Sol di ers Hone, one of t he
nation's three Hor mnes
for disabled veterans after the
Cvil War. The theatre first as
a recreation hall, chapel and
tenporary barraclLs before being
converted into a theatre with
stage, bal cony and box seats in
1895. It i s not only
W sconsin's ol dest theatre but
has been calied "the | ast and
the best of the Victorian Era
theatres" The theatre is naned
for Horatio Ward, a British
banker and phil ant hr opi st who
donated part of the funding for
t he original building. The
theatre is hi sto ric all vy
val uabl e for a vari ety of

reasons. It was desi gnated by

prom nent architect Henery Koch
as an all -Anmerican theatre
rather than imtating the style
of Eur opean opera houses. Part
if its warnmth and charmlies in
the sinplicity of its lines and
t he extensi ve use of natural
wood and Tiffany glass. Unlike
nost ol der theatres which have
under gone extensi ve renodel i ng
and noderni zation, the Ward has

remai ned virtually unchanged
sirice 1895. Fromthe turn of
the century through the 1930's
the theatre hosted the great
perforners of the Anerican
stage such as WI | Rogers,
Eddi e Foy, Bob Hope, Bert
Wheel er and Sophi e Tucker.

To be designated an endangered
hi storic property a buil ding
nmust be on the Nati onal
Regi stry of Historic Places and
be in danger of being | ost by
i ntent or neglect. The Ward
theatre was originally slated
for razing in the 1930's when
the VA planned to build a nore
nmodern facility. The advent of
World VWar Il put that plan on
hold. After the new hospital
conpl ex was built on Nationa
Avenue the theatre stood idle
except for occasional use by
comunity <2 roups.

In 1981 the M I waukee Pl ayers
Communite Theatre wa: > invited
to occpy the theatre as an
Ofice und rehearsal facility’
as part of a plan to eventually
designate the facility
comruni ty arts center. A
Foundati on Board was al so
created to rai se noney and
oversee the preservation of the
theatre and several other G vil
WAr Era buil dings in the
Sol diers Honme District. In the
md 1980's the VA undertook a
nunber of mmai nt enance and
safety neasures to keep the
interior usabl e. Nuner ous
comuni ty perform ng groups and
smal | professional conpanies
have expressed interest in
using the theatre once it is
restored. When conmuni ty
fundi ng was not forthcom ng to
beg in preservati on and
restoration neasures, the Va
closed the threatre in August
1992.



The Ward theatre is designated
as endangered because it is not

in use, there is currently no
preservation plan, and the VA
is only mai ntai ni ng the
exterior. The t heatre was
noni nated to the W sconsin
Trust for Historic Preservation
list by Senator Brian Burke and
the Friends of Restoring the
WArd Theatre, For WARD | nc.

ForWARD Inc is a non-profit
charitable organi zati on of

concerned citizens who conduct
publ i c awareness events and who
advocate an behalf of the
theatre and other historic
Sol di ers Hone bui | di ngs.

Further informati on can be
obt ai ned from For WARD, Inc P.QO

Box 1811, M | waukee, W 53291-

1811

The Theatre's inposing exterior
Vi ctorian Got hic made oT
crearn City bric and surrounded
an three by spac i ous
|1 ndahs. IL silLs ori a wooded
over |l ooki ng sweepi ng
lawns and a small | ake. A line
of the M| waukee Road runs
behi nd the theatre which at one
time also contained a sture,
restaurant and a waiting room
to serve travelers. The
railroad ticket office can
still be seen an the west
ver andah. The theatre's east
facade has a nmagni fi cent
stained gl ass portrait of
CGeneral Uysses S. Grant an his
favorite horse, G nnci natus,
and is lighted at night. The
portrait was a gift of the 1883
encanpnent of the Grand Arny of
t he Pot omac and was install ed
in 1887. the theatre is | ocated
an the hill behind MI waukee
County Stadi um and can be
reached by entering the VA
Medi cal Center from Nati onal
Avenue or via 194.

THE NAM NG OF THE CI TY OF ST
FRANCI S
by Carl Baehr

We sonetinmes think of the city
of St Francis as being the
Sout h Shore's new kid an the
bl ock, since it didn't becone a
city until after Bay View,
Cudahy, and South M | waukee
wer e founded. But the nane St.
Franci s showed up an the map
bef ore any of them

Before being called St. Francis
t hough, the area was call ed
Noj oshing. It was still known
by that name as | ate as 1868,
when the St. Francis Seminary's
address was |isted as nojoshing
in a directory of Catholic
di oceses in the United States.
Nojoshing i s an Engl i sh
| anguage rendering of an Indian
te-rm To the area | ndi ans,
Noj oshi ng was the nane of the
south end of M I waukee Bay, a
nmore conci se way of saying "the
pl ace where the lind 'eN ends
'to the water".

The area was cal | ed Sout hpoi nt
for a short tinme after the
Cvil War, a | abel that was not
nearly as long -lasting as its
Nor t hpoi nt counterpart.

The i dea of the nane St.
Francis of the seninary can be
traced back to 1845, when John
Henni, in a letter, discussed
his M I waukee sem nary, "which
have pl aced under t he
patronage of St. Francis de
Sales". An event i N 1848
assured the nani ng. Henni ,
M| waukee's first Catholic
bi shop and a Gernan, went to
Europe to raise noney for the
building i n hi s di ocese,
i ncl udi ng constructi on of the
sem nary at Nojoshing. Wiile in
Eur ope, Henni was visiting the
St Francis' birthplace in



Annecy, Savoy (now part of
Switzerl and) . He was
unexpectedly presented w th
relics of the saint: that omen
settled the matter.

St. Franci s Sem nary began
showi ng up on M I waukee County
maps after it was dedicated in
1356. Foliowing the GCvil War,
the sem nary's enroll nent
i ncreased dramati call vy,
requiring increased services.
In January of 1867, its
students signed a petition to
have a United States Post
Ofice located there. Their
wi sh was granted and St Francis
becane a postal address.

That sane winter there was a
second devel opnent, t he
est abl i shnent of a railroad
station. The clergy of the
sem nary requested that the
Chi cago and Nor t hwest er n
Rai :i.rcad place a station at its

unc tion W th St., Franc is
Avenue; the stee't | eadi nge to
the sein The new St.
Francis' Railroaa Stati on was
listed on railroad schedul es
and the community's identity
was cl early established.

By 1890, busi nesses in the
area, |i ke Hayden Thonpson's
St. Francis Nurseries, were
usi ng t he name. Newspaper
reports were referring to the
area as St. Francis. In the
1890's, the M I waukee Senti ne
i ncluded St. Francis, al ong
wi t h WAuwat osa, Wi tefish Bay,
Bay View and others, inits
"News fromthe Suburbs" col um.
St. Francis Heights, Vill St.
Francis, and South St. Francis
wer e new subdi vi si ons t hat
showed up in advertisenents and
on pl ot maps duri ng
devel opnent boom of the Tate
1880's and early 1890's. Town
of Lake directories during the

1920s, 1930s, and 1940s, had
listings under the vill age of
St. Francis.

Wien the nane was officially
selected for the city in 1951,
the St. Francis name was kept
alive as the ol dest of the
Sout h Shore Cormmuniti es
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